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8th Grade  [image: image1.emf]  Syllabus


	Teacher
	Email
	Remind Sign-up
	Conference

	Ms. Melchiorre
	JillMelchiorre@misdmail.org
	text: @melchi 
to: 81010
	7th Period 

2:35 pm – 3:20 pm

	Mrs. Owens
	AshleyOwens@misdmail.org
	text: @aowens 
to: 81010
	2nd Period 

9:40 am – 10:25 am

	Mr. Taylor
	RyanTaylor@misdmail.org
	text: @mrtaylor8 
to: 81010
	7th Period 

2:35 pm – 3:20 pm

	Coach Wilson
	LaurenWilson@misdmail.org
	text: @mswilson8 
to: 81010
	7th Period 

2:35 pm – 3:20 pm


Dear Parents,


I will be your child's Science teacher this school year.  During the school year we will be learning about a variety of topics in Science: Scientific investigation and reasoning; Matter and energy; Force, motion, and energy; Earth and space; and Organisms and environments. The topics will be taught in the order listed below.

	First Six-Weeks
	Second Six-Weeks
	Third Six-Weeks

	(
Safety 
(safety equipment) 
(
Matter and Energy 
(Atoms and Periodic Table)
(
Chemical Formulas
	· Chemical Reactions 
· Conservation of Mass
· Review Energy Transformations
· Balanced and Unbalanced Forces

· Speed, Velocity, and Acceleration
	· Newton’s Laws

· Electromagnetic Spectrum
· Stars and Galaxies
· Light Years

· Origin of the Universe 



In order to guarantee your child and all students in my classroom the educational climate they deserve, we have developed the following Classroom Rules.  While in class the following standards apply:


Work All Class Period

Order in the Classroom


Respect Yourself and Others


Let Others Learn


Every Class, all Materials


You are Responsible for Your Actions

Materials Needed:


Each student will need their A.V.I.D. binder with supplies, and will bring it to class each day.

Remind:


What’s Remind? Remind is a simple way for you to stay up-to-date with what’s happening in class. By joining your teacher’s class on Remind, you’re choosing to receive class messages via push notifications, SMS, or email. Don’t worry; your phone number will not be shared with the teacher or anyone else in the class.  Directions to sign up will be handed out in class, or you can find directions on our website.

Worley Science Website: 

www.worleyscience.com

The Worley Middle School 8th grade Science department believes that communication between teacher, parent, and student is crucial to achieving our ultimate goal, which is student success. What will you find on our website?

· Assignments – if students lose or forget their assignments, they can print off another copy.
· Lesson Plans – parents and students can see what is taking place in the classroom each week.
· Resources – teacher contact information, syllabus, study/project links, Remind sign-up.
· Textbook – while Science does not have a “textbook”, we do have STEMscopesTM, which we use for many assignments. Information for logging into STEMscopesTM can be found on this site.
· Tutoring Schedule – in case students have questions, need help, or need to retake a test or quiz.
Available Support:


Tutoring will be available before school with individual teachers from 8:15 – 8:40.  If your teacher is not available, another Science teacher will be.  Tutorials provide an opportunity for students to get clarification on assignments, one-on-one assistance, and help studying for tests or quizzes.
Grading Procedures:


Tests/Projects - 40% 

Daily Work/Homework - 40% (Homework and projects will not be assigned to extend into breaks such as Winter, Thanksgiving and Spring Breaks.)
Quizzes – 20%

NOTE: Any form of academic dishonesty, such as cheating or plagiarism will result in a grade of zero.  These assignments cannot be corrected or made up in any way.

Correction Policy:


In accordance with grading guidelines, a student shall be permitted a reasonable opportunity to retake a test or quiz for which the student received a failing grade.

· Students will have 5 school days from point of notification of failure to retake the quiz or test (Notification can be verbal, a returned assignment, or posting of grade in skyward.)

· Students will be required to come into teacher morning tutorials for retakes.

· All retakes or redo of assignments must be completed prior to the end of each six weeks grading period.

Late Work and Make-Up Work:

Students who miss schoolwork because of an absence shall be given the opportunity to complete all assignments and tests. A student will have one class day to make up any work missed during an excused absence unless alternative arrangements have been made with the teacher. It is the student’s responsibility to request and submit make-up work. Students shall receive full credit for work satisfactorily completed, and MUST be completed if successful learning is to take place. If it’s anticipated that a student may be out sick for an extended period of time, less than 5 days, please contact me. Anything over 5 days should be directed to the Counselor’s Office.
District late work policy:
1 class day late – grade may be reduced up to a maximum of 15 points

2 class days late – grade may be reduced up to a maximum of 30 points

3 class days late – grade may be reduced up to a maximum of 45 points

4 class days late – teacher discretion

Movies:


8th Grade Science watches some of the following movies throughout the school year, which vary by teacher.
	Movie Title (Rating) and brief overview.
(All overviews were taken from Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia)

	Jurassic Park or Jurassic World (both PG-13)

	
Jurassic Park is a 1993 American science fiction adventure film directed by Steven Spielberg. It is the first installment of the Jurassic Park film series. It is based on the 1990 novel of the same name by Michael Crichton, with a screenplay written by Crichton and David Koepp. The film centers on the fictional Isla Nublar, an islet located off Central America's Pacific Coast, near Costa Rica, where a billionaire philanthropist and a small team of genetic scientists have created a wildlife park of cloned dinosaurs.


Jurassic World is a 2015 American science fiction adventure film directed by Colin Trevorrow, written by Rick Jaffa & Amanda Silver, Derek Connolly and Trevorrow himself, and starring Chris Pratt and Bryce Dallas Howard. It is the fourth installment of the Jurassic Park series. Set twenty-two years after the events of Jurassic Park, Jurassic World takes place on the same fictional island of Isla Nublar, where a fully functioning dinosaur theme park has operated for ten years. The park plunges into chaos when a genetically modified dinosaur, Indominus rex, breaks loose and runs rampant across the island. 

	The Day After Tomorrow (PG-13)

	
The Day After Tomorrow is a 2004 American climate fiction-disaster film co-written, directed, and produced by Roland Emmerich and starring Jake Gyllenhaal, Dennis Quaid, Ian Holm, Emmy Rossum, and Sela Ward. The film depicts fictional catastrophic climatic effects in a series of extreme weather events that usher in global cooling and leads to a new ice age. 

	October Sky (PG)

	
October Sky is a 1999 American biographical film directed by Joe Johnston, starring Jake Gyllenhaal, Chris Cooper, Chris Owen, and Laura Dern. It is based on the true story of Homer H. Hickam, Jr., a coal miner's son who was inspired by the launch of Sputnik 1 in 1957 to take up rocketry against his father's wishes, and who eventually became a NASA engineer.

	In addition to these feature-length films, we show several shorter documentary-based programs concerning the topics discussed throughout the school year in Science.


Thank you for your help and support!
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Parent Signature 
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